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   United States

Department of the Interior
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Eugene District Office

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW

Rat Cre ek Brid ge Re pair

Background: The Rat Creek Bridge is a converted railroad trestle, now used for recreational non-motorized use on

the Row River Trail (rails-to-trail project).  In early May of 2001, an illegal warming fire destroyed a couple of

pilings a nd sev eral brac ing timb ers on th e bridge .  An initial (B LM) po st-fire insp ection o f the bridge  noted ro t in

several bridge timbers as well – most readily apparent where past repairs had used untreated timbers in direct

contact with the ground.  Subsequent to this, an engineering firm was contracted to conduct a complete structural

investigation of the bridge and to recomm end measu res needed to rehabilitate it.  The contract engineers we re

also asked to identify any structural changes needed, if any, to accommodate agency vehicles and maintenance

equipment – previously, the bridge capacity had been evaluated for recreational use only (i.e. no vehicles).  The

structura l investiga tion was  condu cted in m id-Octo ber 200 1 (after fall dra w dow n of the res ervoir), w hile

recom mend ations for  specific  repairs fo llowed  in Dece mber.  T he struc tural inve stigation fo und m inor to

substantial rot, insect damage, and/or fire damage in 10 (71%) of 14 untreated support pilings, while rot and other

dama ge wa s noted  in 2 (8% ) of the 26 tre ated piling s. Prev ious co nstructio n or repa irs either u sed co ncrete

footings under the pilings, or the pilings were driven directly into the ground.  Seven (70%) of the 10 pilings driven

into the ground have damage, while damage (mostly minor) was noted in 5 (17%) of the 30 pilings resting on

concre te footings .  Basically, the engineering recommendations call for the use of concrete footings for bents #1

and 5 (th us plac ing all of the  bridge’s  abutm ents an d bents  on con crete fou ndation s) and th e replac emen t of all

damaged timbers (using treated timbers).  No changes in bridge design were needed to allow for agency vehicles

and maintenance equipment – there is adequate capacity with the existing design, after repairs.  This document

looks at the environmental consequences of the recommended repair measures.

(After the  fire, the bridg e was  closed  to all use.  A  previou s, more  limited, stru ctural inv estigation  and rep air

recommendations (May 22, 2001; by the same contract firm) identified interim measures to stabilize the bridge

until permanent repairs could be made.  Replacement of the fire-damaged cross braces, along with a stepped-up

frequency of inspections, were identified as interim measures (adequate to accommodate recreational use,

conting ent on sa tisfactory  inspec tion eva luation) u ntil the bridg e could  be fully rep aired (se e 1791 A-CE -01-43) . 

The fire-damaged braces were replaced in mid-September, and an initial inspection was conducted, after which

the bridg e was  reopen ed for rec reationa l use.)

Proposed Action: The proposed action is to construct footings for bents # 1 and 5, and to replace all fire-damaged,

insect-d amag ed, and r otted timb ers (piles , braces , sills, and c aps).  Th e propo sed w ork is de scribed  in detail in

the documents Rat Cre ek Brid ge Stru ctural Inv estigation  and Re pair  and Rat Creek Bridge Specifications

(January 25, 2002).  These repairs will be made when Dorena Reservoir is drawn down – typically in the period of

late Sep tembe r through  April.  Th is timing  will allow  for the wo rk to occ ur abov e the activ e stream  chann el.  

Decision:  The pro posed  action de scribed  above  is appro ved to be  carried o ut during  calend ar years  2002-3 .  

Rationa le: The Proposed Action is consistent with the Standards and Guidelines for Management of Habitat for

Late-Successional and Old Growth Forest Related Species Within the Range of the Northern Spotted Owl (April
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1994), the Eugene District ROD/RMP (June 1995), and the Recreation Area Management Plan (RAMP ) for the

Row River Special Recreation Management Area (November 1995).  The RAMP specifically identifies bridge

mainte nance  as one  of seve ral ongo ing task s need ed to m anage  the Row  River T rail. The P ropose d Action  will

not prevent attainment of Aquatic Conservation Strategy objectives.  Construction of the footings, and the

replacement of damaged and weathered bridge timbers, are maintenance actions that can be readily conducted

with the water drawn down in Dorena Reservoir.  A similar action (construction of a concrete footing on a

corresponding bent (#2 west side middle pier) was conducted by the BLM in 1996 without significant

environ menta l conse quenc es.  Mitiga tion me asures  identified in  subse quent in- water a nd rem oval/ fill perm its will

be incorporated into the repair work.  The proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion as described in the

Depa rtmenta l Manu al (516 D M 2, Ap pendix  1 (1.7); “rou tine and c ontinuin g gove rnmen t busine ss, inclu ding ...

operations, maintenance and replacement activities having limited context and intensity”) and does not meet any

of the exc eption c riteria. 

Prepared by:                   /s/ Bryant Smith                                     Date:   2/19/02                        

Recreation Planner

Reviewed by:                  /s/ Rick Colvin                                        Date:   2/19/02                        

Landscape Planner

Approved by:                 /s/ Steven Calish                                     Date:   7/3/02                          

Field Manager
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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW

Exception Criteria Review Checklist

Proposed Action: Construct new footings for bents #1 and 5, and replace all fire-damaged, insect-damaged, and rotted      

timbers  (piles, bra ces, sills , and cap s).  This w ork will be  condu cted wh en Do rena R eservo ir is draw n dow n.                        

  

Revie w the pro posed  action ag ainst ea ch of the 1 0 criteria lis ted below .  If the projec t meets  one or m ore of the c riteria, it

is an exception from categorical exclusion and MUST be analyzed in an EA or EIS.  To qualify as a Categorical Exclusion

the proposed action may not meet any of the criteria.  If the criterion does not apply, indicate "Not Applicable."  Any

mitigation measures (such as contract stipulations or terms and conditions on permits) necessary to ensure that the

proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion should be identified at the bottom of the page.

Exce ption Cr iteria Com ments

 1. Have significant adverse effects on public health or

safety

Issue a closure order for period of reconstruction,

Notify local press of project work & clos ure order  

 2. Have adverse effects on unique resources (i.e., parks,

recreation, refuge lands, wilderness areas, wild or

scenic  rivers, w etlands , flood plain s, etc.)

 3. Have  highly c ontrove rsial env ironme ntal effects

 4. Have highly uncertain environmental effects or involve

unique or unknown environmental risks

 5. Establish a precedent that could result in significant

impac ts

 6. Be dire ctly relate d to other a ctions h aving c umula tively

significa nt effects

 7. Have adverse effects on cultural or historical

resources

 8. Have adverse effects on species listed or proposed as

threatened or endangered or have adverse effect on

designated critical habitat for these species.

 9. Requ ire com pliance  with E.O . 11988 ( flood plain

management), E.O. 11990 (protection of wetlands), or

the Fish & Wildlife Coordination Act

 

10. Threaten to violate Federal, State, Local or Native

American law or requirements imposed for the

protection of the environment

Will obtain DSL, ODFW, and ACO E permits for in-

water work and removal/ fill activities 

Mitigation  meas ures ne eded to q ualify as  CE:      An y require ments / mitigation  meas ures ide ntified in D SL, O DFW , 

and/or ACOE permits will be incorporated into project implementation.

Reviewed By:    /s/ Rick Colvin                                                Date:   2/19/02                   

Above mitigation measures have been adopted and will be implemented.

Field Manager:  /s/ Steven Calish                                             Date:   2/20/02                   
OR 090-17 91-5

(June 1993)
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